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Volunteer Fire Companies
of Leading Citizens Famed

for Heroism and Splendor

Lives Sacrificed Freely by Unpaid and Peorly Equipped
Members of Clubs and Gala Parades Also
Brought Qiutt Their Supreme Efforts

By Ruth St. Cyr

~ Nearly "wfery diy there's a firo
P,

_Opleans Some:

times a cottage or maybe a me
facturing plant i left a charred ruin,
But more times than can ba imng-

jned, trained, efficient officers of a

. .daring vocation are promptly on

hand’ with thélr modern machinery
to snuff out the flumes, That's the
thrill of a fita today.

But what of yesterday? What of
the days when tha call of fire sent n
chill up and down everybody’s spine,

% en ths urgo to rush’to the scene
vas too great to be ignored, and
e the—tfire—laddios’ svora none

bers Governor Lewis Alfred” Wiltz.
Dho company, Porseverance No. 13,
found itsel{ under the necessity of

“When Helmet and Trumpet Were Symbols of Social Prestige in New Orleans

x & wooden leg for one of
mbers, But when the wooden
teg arrived it w lenrned that the
mamber had “walked off without
it.” Another hwmorous incident of
1tfe in the volunteer tire department
}« shown in the records of Orleans
21. Monsieur Delbos, not being
o cxpress himself in English

a meeting, was granted permis-
sion to ise French. H. Faith ob-
jected, which excited Monsteur Del-
bos so much” that he mado use of
- : £ order,

oo pened_to_catch on fire
0a

whenr
other than the leading citizens? Phi-
lanthropists in the broadest sanse ol
the term theso men were who con-
demned themsclves gladly to perlods
of arduous and dangerous Jubor, con-
stant watehfulnoss and risk and all
for pot one cent of pay.

Thelr struggles in combaling. one
of the greatest enomies known to
man fs one of the interesting ntories
ia the history of NitW Orleans.

Early Fires Disnstrous

For' nearly 100 years after Bien-
wille selected the site on which vur
city now stanily,. New Orleans had
no organizod fire proteetion. Even
after, seyeral conflagrations. one of
_which In’ 1788_ destroyed 900 dwell-

ings and publle bujldings with p Toss |

,of $2,505,000, leaving T000 persons
hotneless; and another six years lal-
er-which swept away almost half of
tho city, only feeble attempls wore
made-io. combat. fires.

- Gitfzens were ordered by the oity
suthoritiea o “keep two firs buck-
ets handy on the premises,” and the
unlucky citizens whoss hpwmes hap-

‘put out the flames or-didn't gol- (hem
put aut with a few buckel{uls of

ultimately were tried;-and-a few fire
engines finally were purchased by
the city;with-bul-litte rolisf,

aither_helpod |

waler—thrown -on, - Various ‘methods.

wmTxproe P
for which he was prompily fined
$1.00. This dollar “on the stomach™
caused him 1o use another devilish
exproasion. ... fine, £3.00 more!
Laddor Companies Formed
Hook and ladder companies soon
sprang Into existence, and among
thesa was the American No. 2 which
was quartered on Girod al noar
Carondelet, Cuthbert H. Glocomb,’
who wns captain’ of the famous
hington Artillery“Cdmpany No.
5, -was a member of this company.
As the city expanded, fifth, sixth

formedl, and il -did their-share In
this unselfish work, ‘Election to the
s :compnnies -was - conducted |
similar to the scceptance for mem-
bership in an exclusive club, How-
ever, democracy wag the predorl-
antlng spirit, . °
*Things did nfi alweya™ run se
amoothly. “There woera opponents of
the volunteers fn the clty council
whe, knowing that they could raly
on  personal  generosity of the
weslthy to write off any defielts of
'the deparlmont, MAs the municlpa
appropriations to (he" volunteer .de-
partment. ver: and_wera lax

and soventh district companied were |

) ,;}.\
e
i

-

. srmall
about paying them...at that. Tha.
councllmen meddled openly in nffaire
of—the - yolunteers. ' An ordinance
ing-£

" The métto,

...pres

————gout—throw

However, in (he Apring of 1829,
probably under the stimulus of ths
“yogue” of the volunteer Iirsmen
in_other clties, with their hilarious
joys and oppurtunities™for—herole
with the

Drgénf
edequate firo protection for their
city, 24 gentlemen of coursge annd

. great public spirit formed them-
selves into Volunteer Fire Company

TUniforms g nl Linen

.Bul‘kmﬂg‘ foroman; Hirpm Hough-
ton, asdistant 1uramm;’l‘u Galene
nie, secrotary; A, Hendrickson;
_trgasurer, and 8. Short,  stoward.

motto, “He " and Fear Not,"
waa adopted and the uniforms were
of duck linen. For muny ¥ the
company was nicknumed “Cotton
Press Company,"” becauss the Now
Orleans cotton prosa was the scene
of the.first moeoting., Tha city coun-
eil approprinted a small jmount to
this company, which, however, did
not nearly cover ita expenditurea. In-

sy

BEETIOET

¥ opiginul-of ficers weyet—Henry-|-

PRTE-HTTIsspr g-for-tho pay-
ment of firemen for service, Was 80
repollent o the men, who looked
upon thelr work as a civie duty re-
Guiring ~ne “ramuneration; - that - in
November, 1855, tho entire group of
compunles. RURFGREAFQL gl engines
and 'equipment to the mayor i
Lafayette Square.
" Appirafus Bought Back |
The city administration found it-

learned that
fireman's hat

+and -cailing -onesol! - o - fireman was
needed 1o put out & fire. Many dis-|

nstrous losses occurred. The follow-
Ing year tho volunteoers gntered suc-
cesefully into tho bidding for the
fire. contract Which the city let, and
ulso bought back the apparatus
which they had turned over to he
city. Thus the fire department passed
inte the hands of the velunteers
Fentlraly, and remalned there for 38
years, ¢

—dividunt

pially 1o its malntenance, and in the
minutes of4the city counci] for 1830
there Is & voly of thanks to Henry
Buclman for pracuring and keaping
in condition at his own expense the
hand engine of Volunteer Company
No. 1. %

Horge power was used to pull the
sogines, but becauso  the ‘company
did not own a horse. a standing re-
ward of $2 was offersd to the cltizen
who ahould reach-the engioe. house
first after the church tolled the bell
announcing a tire and designated the
destination by n serles of wsingle,
double and triple taps.

The company's first occasion for
distinguished service was in 1830,
when a flre broke oul in a collon
press at the porser of St Chorles
and Comumon stroets, just opposite
the St Charles hotel’ The record
for the succeeding years was a vory
honorable one, and owing 1o the-auc-
cesa of this first company, both IR
taking ‘ears of the city's Interests
and In'having & grand, glorious time,
five more companlos were formed.

Company Early on Job

Fiest among those was Mizslesippl
No. 2, members of which wero also
smong (ho st arlstocratic And
wealthy men n tho city. Missisxippt
No. 2 hnd the honor of statting its
career by nactive particlpation in a
fire cven before (ho company was
formally organized in 1830, A con-
flagration at Hart's collon présa on
Bt. Charles Street n 1820 senl. nuch
Jeading vitizens as George Weni,
Myford MeDougall, D. 8. Wondruff

3

and Jol Bein hurrying 1o bor
row th d englne o Jede-
rlak father of Cherlon J.
Leeds Such effective mervice was

rendered by the company with this
© comparatively primitive engine that
it doubled its mies the follow
Ing yoar and also came inlo porscs-
sion” of an engine of I owne
Also In 183, Mbsissippl No. 2
#zdded to the viclble symbols coms
soratlve of their gallantry in nc-
" the first trophlos that. were
awarded to sby company in the do-
partment. Two wilver chora
ed to the f.‘emémj by Cap-
taln & Whalkar in behall of the
owners of the steamep Missiorian.
which tha company preserved from
desrruction in 1833, and in b
ser the Louliana Fire: Ir

bel

Mlose

Many disastrous fires cccurred. in
€58 yo WItE e gquip~
ment and lack of clly water supply
blamed ia nearly every instance, In
1837 Lwo fires occurred within a
week of cach other: The firat:.de-
stroyéd two entire city sqiares, con-
|taining 109, dwpllings. Tho other
swept away 60 bulldings: In-1840; the
City Exchange on St. Louls street
biwned with a loxs of $1,000,000. In
1812, the St. Charles theater, which
was one of the most cxtensive and
famous playhouses In” the coun
burned to the ground..A fire in X
lasted nearly the whole dny, and the
l0ss to 30 or moro commisslon mers
chants was $1,200,000.

One of the most tragie fires In the

history of the dopartifient was in|

1852, when soveral of the volunteer
companies were returning from thelr
annual outing. The boller of the ex:
curston steamer St James exploded
and ny lives were lost, Among
Lo perished -were John Mol
loy "and Nicholas Reéad, who tried to
rescue the prized horse of Protection
No. 1 that had been the center of
attractivn on the trip. Michol Doyle,
foreman of Mechanics No. 6, leaped
uts the Misilasippl river to got rellef
from the burns which enveloped hls
body while fighting the fire, in which
five large vesseld burnod to tho wa-
ter's edge. . .
Monuments E
Theso and many, ot
martyra to wWhom
erectd moaume

ected
men are the

No. 1 ‘(now

¢ erocted was o m
cry, foreman.of Mi
who lost his lle st a

pers azslsted in gelting
fur the Widow Fox,
awl only support perished
in the fire which dostroyed the, Va-
rictles thealer. Among those <on-
tributing were the students < n
fashionable girls’ echool on Prytanin
of whom were Fmma
trude Pike, Edith Labatt
Trist.
ays, of course, did tho five-
men finivh their WoPR Saddensd from
of a member or the hopeless
4 te extingulsh a blaze, On

Co apany presented ) or
with a si'ver trumpet.
¢f excellenl service n
piker fire. {
No wsmer had :nnﬁt.wn org
faed when, lNke voluntepr No 1
begee the mirsloonry™work of start
Aher campanjes, Athong these
No. 2. which was
r hader the name of
yrt ‘Yn 2. The ocipibal records
r taempany Were Written ontire-

n
Lively Conteats . Held
Bagle was ganized In
1650w nembers, This com-
y wsy paved 18FRETY for the fact
wax the victor In the many
erntages with which the lremen en-
Presed their spare lme, No 7 carned
s title &f Eagls.when it won the

trophy offered by ar Wil
Frerst ta the cotopany fwhase engire
v e hivhest Lieennp of
water aver » stuifed eagle placed on
s Jofty pole. Eagle kolalned this
stufled fow), which! ogrupled s
prominem place in Its ngine house.
+ Amzag the mambers.of fhe com-
puny were G. M. JalY Pder Con-
r M

. company 88 ,was tDugty Bob,
who lived to a good &ld-age and
won many sllver tropMes' for’ his

n
- yopulace showed app
ciforts by juining n the sing-

nvost Important later event In
ry of the voluntesr (ire
A was the org zatlon in
the Firemen's Charitable As-
It was firat formed Lo pro-
f for the needy aund for the
membera, und
inclpal work for 20
. It becmne the
t iiself and for more
tann n third of a eentury it admin.
iatered fice sorvice of New Or-
leans ns an independent body, With
& biard of durectors o manage the
intemal aflairs, & ermotery comumit-
tee, o [inance ¢ mittee, & widows'
and orphans’ committce and & gen-
e.al rellof commities, togother with
& board of ¢ ssloners to man-
tht fire contract, the Firemon's

for activity ms a x charity
also as a formal cily ‘department.
Mnrks Long Presldent
The president who for 36 consccu-
tive years managed the nffalcs of

the nssocintlon with dignfty, fore-
ht And xkill was Isaac N. Marks.
are As

unent

figured in the sffairs of
ion was Thomas O'Con-

. Who was chief engineor for 23
yearsi The nssociatlon was incor-
poratet on March 4, thus fixing the
d_nm for the annual firemen's pa-

S 1L T hotwater;for-quitky—drafi-—f——-o

hearts all lent their assistance, and | the parade star{ed and over a long

Charitable-Aszociatan-was-equipped |

Wiv: e

! W N
The volunteer fire companies protected lives and property: here
thrnAurll gonerations. KMemlml'ship was similar to that.in an ex<-
- clusive socinl club_of today.” 1-—0ld_print_of a_fire in New: Or

§

v

ns, the apparatus’used being a Newshnmyengine., 2
N. Marks, for many ycars head of the .assoclation into which
the volunteer companies were formed. 3—Illustration with the
caption “Holding the Hydrant;" from a history of the fire de- =
partment pdited by Thomas O’Connor, chief engineer, and pubd-
lished in 1895, There was keen rivalry awong: the early-com-
panies -to* dotermine which should have (he hoor. of difecting
the first stream upon the flames. 4—Jameés Gulick, n member
of-one of the first companics. . Tquipment of Esgle No. 7,
photographed in 1868, when the riment was being operated
by the Firemen's Charitable Association.. Shown are F. A.
Geiger, foreman; William Klinger, first wssistanty R0, Mous-
tier, sccond, assistont,  G6—"Dusty Bob,” one of the famous
champions. llis record was one mile with n two-wheel h cart
dnd 250 feot of hose in 3:66. G-~Engine of a l):[:u familiar to
early fire fighters. This piece of apparatus redently w exhib-
ited in New Orleans by Gilbert Kahn, chief of the New-Iberia,
La., department. K

o

rades that for more than (0 ycars|spolless uniforms and helmets, and

were important annual events, with their own _band of music
In preparation for these gala pa- | marched to the statue of Henry Clay

ra

he

nted and refinished to the lastfof the nwutral ground at Canal,
weh” Wives, sisters, and  sweel- |THoyal and St. Charles streets. Here

cunning hands decorated the engines froute  the  firemen | triumphantiy
in every conceivable design, each|marched with thousands of specta-
company trying to rival the other injtore cheerivg  them  lustily  every
Korgcousness and style. Wreaths of | step of the’ way.

flowers, yards of ribbon, banners| Always xomewhero near the front

As many of the companies” troptiea
ax could be found room for were . and any medals that he could
placed on the engines, with n $po-|beg or borrow, and on this’ day he
cinlly decorated seal reserved for|was undoubtedly the prondest and
the company’s dog. appiest negro in the whole South.
Men drew the engines mnd the|George nover missed a Fourth of
beautiful pet horses of each com- | March parade, and oven yoars after
PR were paraded wearing allken | the volunteer firemen disbanded w
saddles and harness mounted with| 1391, George went mroynd-and col-
kol and silver. Bridles were of gol- | lected 1
den cord, Talls ‘and manes were [ ®ach” year with which he hired n
plaited with ribbons. Many of these | band,_and with all of his meda!
“heroes” had proud records of which| miscellancous  decorations  para;
thelr companies boasted.” And they | theough the steeets all by him
undoubtedly sensed the imporiance| . George -died parading on
of “making & good showing™ as they | Fourth of March. He had become
cakewnlked to the musie, teo old to walk in his parade so
Membera of .cach company put @nisides the band he hired a carcage

: Contrﬁst Roses With Cdbbages—

artment.” He, too,

put on his

ke 3 Phota by The Times-Pleayune,
Respoctive morits of their rose and cabbage crops cause no end
of rivaley, between Willinm B, Wilson (left) and Martin Waller,
who are, respoctively, in charge of the flower garden®and ‘the’
vegotable patch at the Protestant Home for the- Aged Com-"
munity Chest institution at 5919 Magazine sirett. When Mar.
Wilson boasts of-an unusual bloom, Mr. Waller® reports that
ToWors fill no dinger plates, as do his vegetables for virtually the

" whole year!

des, the engines were polished, ro-| wlich used to stand in the middie|’

oney froin the merchants| ..

supplies

‘man’s heaven, ,
R o

of silk and even clusters of oxtrich{of the procession was “George™ alls
plunies wore ured in the decorations. | uround-useful George) of the de-
L

INHOME FOR AGED
DISPLAY PROWESS

Tract of Less Than Acre
Supplies ,Vegetables to
60 Persons

1
A plot of lexs than an acre that

old “ghen and women the Year
around.

counted by- the Protestant Home

for the _Aged, thanks to Martin
Waller.

Between this &-year-old vegela-
ble gardencer and his roommate, 72
year-old William B. Wilson, there
is much fricndly. rivalry. For Wil
son is In charge of the home’s

flower garden, which is one of thas

showplaces  of upper  Magarine
streel.  Visitors 1o the home these
spring days are likely
in tow .by Mr. W
floral results of No
winterless™ season.

“The gardeners at Aullubon Park
say it don’t bewr flow
ut this!” he will aay proudly, part-
lag the Jeaves of a giant aspld A
to—rovest--a—heavy-—blossom-iaden
splke. . As he does so he casts a
triumphant glance. In’ the - direction
of. Mr. Waller. "

Vegetables” Supply . Home

to view the
Orleans’ past

proud as he. paints out the feafures
£-the_amall-but-efficient v 1

d Iy 13 busy preparidg:
v laler crops of okra, snap beans,
sweet peppers, onlons, shallots, and

my of bugs that ordinarily
he cold weather would have Killed.
Mr, Waller has been at the home
three years and is Its youngest resi-
i He has been a shilor, struc-
I iron worker and merchant at

one a lttle gardenlng.™
sh vegotables. to @-odd

g
:member. s the result’ of a 45-fool
fall a ‘gharter-century Tago.

s . Only One to Surviva 4

““There. were three of um -working
on a roof | wheh ‘the .ascaffolding
Eave 'way," he says. e only
one of us. who Flived. o .

Mr.iWilson - 1s “a~ jolly ‘old " man
who had lived nmearly all his-life
in New Orleans.. He; too, always
has had gardenlng as “his hobby,
and down In the Third .Distelct,
where ho formerly” gwned &
te was noted f6r his llies.

“Sure T Jook young.”: he chuckles.
“I'm only 2T—reversed. ¥

“I ‘used to work’ With, sy ‘head,
Was n rallway clork for 33 yenrs
Used (o run a broom-fagtory on the
Gulf comst till 1 got sick and’ it
took all I had.~ Now for the, first
time* Lyn spen my «lime - Worl

“That's;vone-of ~the -assdts

pe E
ling wilh my hands. . Like It lots”

Keepa me out in-.the’ topen and
makes-me feel fine.

M'See those sweel. peas? I've al-
hrd 1 don't' kKnow' how many
and ax "youw. See  there are
zeny of.-other={lowers in. bloom.
I ‘often waflic nrouad;the neighbor
‘hoosd and - talk  with the ' florist: or
the girdencry In the park. ‘I tell
you, there's nolhing ke a ‘gardea
10 keep'a man; full of pep"t -

PR OGSt
FROMIBITION:COURSE GIVEN
- i

Uy, The Abnininted Py

Delaware, Ohlo; Mﬂ:’t.‘l" 50 en=
couraging has' been the response to -
offering” a” courea”{n  prohibition by *
tho. paoliticalxclence’ departmont. of !
Ohlo WWesloyan' university ' that the
course probably will be repeated next”

yeoar, says Dr. Ben Al Arneson, de= =

partmént head.  Prominent wet and.
dry speakers appedred before the .
Class, <

to be taken

but look |

hat to Ducre's'Elixir] Jf
ever there was a friend te
men: who need” vitality—
“of it—Ducro’s

But it s Mr. Waller's turn t¢"be:

o
patch which, he says, supplies the

home. table. all_year rousd, ¢xcept
for- a.fow weeks in Auvgust and
Septomber. A, Gooeddertz, the su-

perintendent,“or “house {ather," as
tho old p e call him—nods a vig-
Orous ns: as ho pave tribute to

"| the - way “in .which the vegetables

tor himsel?. At the_corner of Polym-
niz streel .and St Charles svenue
ome year, the white doul of George
wont on its fisdl parade to a fire-

) wi¥

TisE as New "Orleans
stands’ ont 4n the minds
of the nation as a city-in
love, with life, 8 Ducto’s
stands out in the minds of}

folks here, as the awa
zestful, healthiul 1i

K ‘Strengthons, SH ;
“ulates, Faeds
e e)v‘N‘ei_-v"e

2

Dytcro's " Elixit conmins. pepe’

tones ten tunes as strengthens
ing as beel - R
Ducra’s Elixin:stimulates® the s

appetiteristeadies’ the “nerves, = =

invigorates _the anuscle

ke the Taste''s
t his the delicious



